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Education
1991-1994
MA in Education, University of California, Berkeley, USA
1989 - 1990
MA in Philosophy, University of Lucknow, India
1982-1984
BA in Political Science, University of Pune, India
1973-1976
Research & teaching Education reform, Gender Justice, Language and literacy, Critical
interests Feminist Pedagogy, Critical literacy, Drama in Education,
Technology and education, Education for Democracy and Social
Justice, Teacher Training, Curriculum Development for diverse
populations
Current positions Founder President And CEO, Study Hall Educational Foundation,

Lucknow, India
1994 - Present

Founder and Academic Director, Prerna Girls School
2003 - Present

Founder President and Academic Director, Vidyasthali Kanar High
School
2005 - Present

Co-Founder and Director, Digital Study Hall
2005 - Present

Founder President and Chief Mentor Sisters in Solidarity, Didi’s
Foods and Creation
2008 - Present



Fellowships and
memberships

Founder, The Aarohini Gender Transformative Education Program
2011 - Present

Founder and Academic Director, Study Hall Center for Learning
2013 - Present

Founder and Academic Director, Prerna Boys School
2013 - Present

Founder and Academic Director, The Study Hall College
2016 - Present

Founder and President, SURAKSHA Women'’s rights organization
and first family counseling center in Uttar Pradesh
1983 - Present

Co-founder, Catalyst 2030 and Co-Lead of the Global Education
Collaboration
2021 - Present

Co-Founder and Co-lead, Catalyst 2030, India Education
Collaborative
2023 - Present

Advanced Leadership Initiative Fellow, Harvard University
2024

Board Member, India Literacy Board
2023

Member Gender Policy Revision Committee for the National
Institute of Open Schooling, organized by UN Women
2021

Co-Moderator Room 4, in the 17 Rooms Project, by Brookings
and Rockefeller Foundation
2021-2022

Member of Steering Committee for National Education Policy
2020, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh
2020- Present

Member of Global Girls Alliance, led by the Obama Foundation
2018- Present

Member, Chief Minister’s Advisory Council, Govt. of Rajasthan



Member of sub-group on Education and Skill Development
2015-2018

Non-Resident Fellow, Center Of Universal Education, The
Brookings Institution
2013- Present

Echidna Global Scholar, Center of Universal Education, The
Brookings Institution, Washington DC
2012- Present

Ashoka Fellow
2010- Present

Visiting Professor, University Of California, Berkeley, USA
2003 - 04
Taught
e Language Study for Educators - Masters Students
e Issuesin Literacy in Developing Countries - Doctoral
students
Qualitative Research in Education - Doctoral Students
e Literacy: Individual and Societal Development -
Undergraduate Students

Academic positions held

Honorary Project Director, Computer-Assisted Education
Program
2001 -05

Project Director, Strengthening Girls Education in Rural UP,
Center for International Education, University of Massachusetts
at Amherst

1996 - 1999

Honorary Director, School reform project funded by EICHER Ltd
1996 - 99

Education Consultant, UNICEF

1995 - 1996

Founder Principal, Study Hall School, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh,

India
1986 -2008
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Gender equality and sustainability: Echidna Global Scholars
taking action
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/202
2/03/07/gender-equality-and-sustainability-echidna-global-scholar
s-taking-action/)

India’s National Education Policy 2020: A reformist step forward?

(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/202

0/10/02/indias-national-education-policy-2020-a-reformist-step-for
ward/)

COVID-19in India: Education disrupted and lessons learned
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/202
0/05/14/covid-19-in-india-education-disrupted-and-lessons-learne
d/)

Teaching boys to examine gender in patriarchal societies
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/201

9/04/10/teaching-boys-to-examine-gender-in-patriarchal-societies
0)

To empower girls in India, make gender education compulsory
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/201
8/12/19/to-empower-girls-in-india-make-gender-education-compul

sory/)
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Selected awards and honors

Reframing girls’ education in India

(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/201
7/09/13/reframing-girls-education-in-india/)

Improving Girls’ Education and Status in India with Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao (Save Daughters, Educate Daughters)
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/201
4/08/25/improving-qgirls-education-and-status-in-india-with-beti-ba
chao-beti-padhao-save-daughters-educate-daughters/)

#GirlsEdu: Equality and Education from the Ground Up in India

(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/201

4/05/28/qgirlsedu-equality-and-education-from-the-ground-up-in-in
dia/)

International Women’s Day in India and Around the World:
Progress and Strategies for Action
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2013/03/08/international
-womens-day-in-india-and-around-the-world-progress-and-strateg
ies-for-action/)

Toward Consensus on a Goal for Education within the Post-2015
Development Agenda: A Tale of Two Regional Consultations
(https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/201
3/03/07/toward-consensus-on-a-goal-for-education-within-the-pos
t-2015-development-agenda-a-tale-of-two-regional-consultations/)

Tatler Magazine’s Asia’s Most Influential: The Impact List
2020

One of the twelve Social Entrepreneurs of the Year worldwide -
by The Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship, a sister
organization of the World Economic Forum

2018

The Schwab- Jubilant Bhartiya Social Entrepreneur of the Year
India, 2017 award- by The Schwab Foundation for Social
Entrepreneurship, in partnership with the Jubilant Bhartia
Foundation

2017

BBC'’s List of 100 Inspirational and Innovative Women
2017

FCCI - 1st FLO Women Award for outstanding contribution in
education.
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2016

Hindustan Times Award for Professional Excellence.
2014

Honorary Membership, Clinton Global Initiative
2013

Echidna Scholarship for Girls Education at The Brookings
Institution.
2012

The Ashoka Fellowship
2011

Global Citizen Award - by United Nations Association, USA
2011

Best Paper Award - by American Educational Research
Association for “Cosmopolitan Imaginings of Self and Other: Girls
in India Go Online”

2010

Outstanding Women'’s Achiever Award by Lucknow Management
Association
2009

Joint Tech Laureate award, with Randy Wang, by Tech Museum of
Innovations, San Jose, USA to Digital Study Hall
2008

International Haas Award - by University of California at
Berkeley, USA
1999

David H. Russell Fellowship, University Of California, Berkeley,
USA
1992 - 1993

Dr. Ned Flanders Scholarship, University Of California, Berkeley,
USA
1992 - 1993

Myrtle L. Judkins Memorial Scholarship, University Of California,
Berkeley, USA
1991 - 1992



